Learn the Russian Words for Whose

Category: Learn Russian

In Russian, the words for “whose” are 4yen (for masculine singular), u4bé (for
neuter singular), ubs (for feminine singular), and ubu (for plural of any
gender).

Let’s go into more detail, again in Russian, “whose” translates to uenn, ubé,
ybd, and ubu, differing based on the gender and number of the noun they refer
to. Unlike English, where “whose” is invariant and used for all genders and
numbers, Russian requires these pronouns to agree in gender (masculine,
feminine, neuter) and number (singular, plural). Yeu is for masculine
singular, 4ybé for neuter singular, uyba for feminine singular, and uybu for any
plural. This reflects a broader pattern in Russian where adjectives and
pronouns must match the noun’s grammatical properties, a complexity not
present in English usage of “whose”.

Learn to pronounce yei, 4b€, 4YbsA, YbM

masculine
singular
(he): Yen
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/4ei.mp3 4Yeu KapaHpau
310? (Whose
pencil is
this?)

neuter
singular
(it): Yné
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/4bé.mp3 4Yb€é 3TO MUCbMO?
(Whose
letter is
this?)


https://howtorussia.com/learn-the-russian-words-for-whose/
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/чей.mp3
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/чьё.mp3

feminine
singular
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/4b4.mp3 4b4 (she): Hbs
CyMKa 3707
(Whose bag
is this?)

plural
(they): Ybm
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/4bu.mp3 YbM 3TO KJO4YKn?
(Whose keys
are these?)

Note: Ybmu can also be used for the formal “you” (plural): Ybm 3TO QOKYMEHTHI?
(Whose documents are these?)
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Here’s a detailed breakdown of when, why, and how to use the
Russian interrogative pronouns for “whose” — uyen, 4bé, 4ybsA, and
YbMU:

Yen (chey)

e When: Used when the noun in question is masculine singular in the


https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/чья.mp3
https://howtorussia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/чьи.mp3

nominative case.
e Why: It agrees with masculine singular nouns. The -u ending is a common
feature of masculine adjectives in Russian.
e How:
o Example: “Yenn 370 KoT?” (Whose cat is this?)
o Here, “kot” (cat) is masculine singular, so
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yen” is appropriate.

Yvé (chyo)

e When: Used with neuter singular nouns in the nominative case.
e Why: Matches with neuter gender singular nouns, where the neuter form
often ends in -o or -e.
e How:
o Example: “Ybé 370 0okHO?” (Whose window is this?)

o “OkH0"” (window) is neuter, hence “ybé&”

Yba (chya)

e When: Applied to feminine singular nouns in the nominative case.
e Why: It corresponds to the feminine gender, where adjectives typically
end in -asa or -4.
e How:
o Example: “Ybs 370 kHura?” (Whose book is this?)
o “KHura” (book) is feminine, thus “uyba” is used.

Ybu (chi)

e When: Employed for plural nouns in any gender in the nominative case.
e Why: It’s the plural form for “whose”, applicable across all genders
when referring to multiple items or groups.
e How:
o Example: “Ybm 370 kHUrn?” (Whose books are these?)
o Here, “kHurun” (books) is plural, so “uybu” fits regardless of the
gender of the noun in its singular form.

Key points for usage:

e Agreement: These pronouns must agree in gender and number with the noun
they refer to, but only in the nominative case. In other cases, they
might change slightly (like 4yen -> 4ybero in genitive), but for basic
“whose” questions, focus on nominative forms.

e Position: Typically, these pronouns come before the noun they modify in
questions, but they can be split by other words for emphasis or
structure, e.g., “Ybs 370 MawmHa?” or “ITo MawmHa 4bsa?”

e Context: The choice between these forms often depends on the context
provided by the rest of the sentence or the item being discussed.



Remember, practice is key to mastering these nuances. Try to use these

pronouns in different contexts to solidify your understanding of their
application in Russian grammar.



